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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-36 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 18 November 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoVMail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-36 are 
allowable over the prior art of record because none of the prior art whether taken singularly or in 
combination, especially when these limitations are considered within the specific combination 
claimed, to teach: a semiconductor memory device comprising: first global ground line(s) 
arranged above pair of complementary bitlines a long a first direction, second global ground 
supply line(s), among others as claimed in independent claims 1, 14, 23, arranged along the first 
direction of the memory array. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

-Osada et al. (6,091,629) disclose a high speed semiconductor memory apparatus 
including circuitry to increase writing and reading speed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Lam whose telephone number is 571-272-1782/ The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on 571-272-1787. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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